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‘Encourage One Another and Build Each Other Up’ 
 

1 Thessalonians 5: 11 
 

Thankfulness Compassion Perseverance Forgiveness Friendship Courage 

 

Life, Love and Learning to the Full 
Building Community 

Building Futures 

Building Learning Power 

Building Self Esteem 

Newsletter – Friday 12th September 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve come to the end of our first full week back at Witheridge C of E Academy, and it’s safe to say that both 
staff and students are feeling a little tired after a busy and productive week of learning! 

As we head into the weekend, please make sure your children have plenty of time to rest and recharge, ready 
for another great week ahead. 

Attached to this newsletter, you’ll find our Parent and Carer Behaviour Policy. We kindly ask that you take a 
few moments to read through it over the weekend. We all share a responsibility in creating a calm and 
respectful environment, ensuring every child arrives at school ready to learn. 

A reminder that on Wednesday, we will be holding our Phonics Information 
Evening for parents and carers of children in Reception. The session is designed 
to help you support your child at home as they begin their reading journey. 
Parents and carers of children in Years 1–6 are also very welcome to attend – 
just let us know if you plan to come along. 

We hope you have a lovely weekend – fingers crossed for some good weather! 

All the best, 
 

Miss Ratcliffe 

Head of School 
 

 

Guinea Pigs 
Sadly, over the summer holidays, one of our 
school guinea pigs, Nibbles had to be put to sleep.  
This leaves Rosie by herself in our Class 3 hutch.  
If you have a friendly female guinea pig who also 
needs a buddy and would consider donating to 
the school to become a class pet, please do get in 
touch. Thank you!  
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Reminders: 

 If your child is poorly, please report their 
absence to the school office on 01884 
860205 by 9.20am. 

 All medical appointments are to be advised 
in advance to the school office. 

 Any other absences must be applied for via 
an absence request form. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly 

Attendance 

Nursery 1 100% 

Nursery 2 90% 

Reception 98% 

Year 1 94% 

Year 2 99% 

Year 3 98% 

Year 4 96% 

Year 5 100% 

Year 6 100% 

Attendance 

Update 
 

It’s great to see 

everyone working 

so hard to achieve 

or beating our 

96.5% target. 
 

We can only do this 

if we all work 

together! 
 

Our attendance  

for the week is 

97.6% 
 

Our attendance  

for the year to 

date 

97.5% 
 

Together Each 

achieves More! 

 
 



Celebration Assembly 

Well Done 

For receiving a 

Certificate of Achievement 

 

Class Award 

Nursery – All the children for settling in so well. 

Reception – Ada for excellent ‘readiness’ throughout the day. 

Class 1 – Lucas for a great start to a new school and brilliant class contributions. 

Class 2 – Charlie – For a fab start in Class 2. 

Class 3 – Freddie for a superb attitude to learning. 

Class 4 – Freddie B for consistently maintaining the highest standards for others to follow. 

Writer of the Week: 

Reception –  

Class 1 – Monty for writing full sentences independently. 

Class 2 – Isabel for showing great perseverance. 

Class 3 – Zoey for beautiful presentation. 

Class 4 – Bella for careful handwriting and use of a dictation tool. 

Contribution Award: 

Hunter for helping a new friend find their way around the school and setting a good example.  Ms Wyborn  

 

 

 

 

Find us on: 
Website: Witheridge C of E Academy - Home 

Facebook: @Witheridge CofE Academy 

Email: admin@witheridge.devon.sch.uk 

Witheridge Blog: https://witheridge.edublogs.org/  

TEAM MAT have job vacancies, for more information & how to apply please visit our 

website Teaching & Education Jobs Search | Find Teaching, Leadership & School Support Vacancies 
 

Term Dates 2025/2026 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 First day of term - Thursday 4th 
September 2025 

 Half Term - Monday 27th October 
- Friday 31st October 2025 

 Last day of term - Friday 19th 
December 2025 

 

 First day of term - Tuesday 
6th January 2026 

 Half Term - Monday 16th 
February - Friday 20th February 
2026 

 Last day of term – Thursday 2nd 
April 2026 

 

 First day of term – Monday 20th April 2026 

 Bank Holiday - May Day - Monday 4th May 
2026 

 Half Term - Monday 25th May - Friday 
29th May 2026 

 Non Pupil Day - Monday 1st June 2026 

 Last day of term – Tuesday 21st July 2026 

https://www.witheridge.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:admin@witheridge.devon.sch.uk
https://witheridge.edublogs.org/
https://mynewterm.com/search/Fore-Street,-Witheridge,-Tiverton,-EX16-8AH+50.91633+-3.700214+30.0


 

Amended PE and Forest School Days at Witheridge 
 
Monday - Reception PE (am)  
Class 3 PE (pm) or Class 3 Group 1 Forest School (Ava-Grace, Zoey, 
Keeley, Lily, Mya, Hunter, Ronnie B, Ruby & Ivy-Rose) 
 
Wednesday - Class 1 PE or Class 1 Group 1 Forest School (Riley, Taylor, Imogen, Bille & Dylan) 
 
Thursday –  
Class 2 PE or Class 2 Group 1 Forest School (Elliot, Lorcan, 
Georgia, Wren & Reuben) 
 
Friday – Class 4 PE 
Reception Group 1 Forest School (William, Ada, Eva, Oscar, Zack, Mia & Aspen) 
 

Please ensure your child brings the appropriate Forest School or PE kit on the correct days. 

House group - coloured T-shirt now available to purchase from the office 

Key Dates for the Autumn Term 2025 

Monday 15th September 
Reception PE – am 

Class 3 PE – pm / Class 3 Forest School Group 1 

Tuesday 16th September Rocksteady 

Wednesday 17th September 

Class 1 PE / Class 1 Forest School Group 1 
Mr Rogo – Music Tuition 

Meet the Teacher 3.30-4.00  
Phonic Information Evening 15:30 – Please see email 

Thursday 18th September 
Class 2 PE / Class 2 Forest School Group 1 

Mr Rogo – Music Tuition 
Steve Godfrey Drumming 

Friday 19th September 
Class 4 trip to SS Great Britain  

Class 4 PE 
CANCELLED NO - Reception Forest School Group 1 

Autumn Term - Dates for your diary:         
 
Friday 26th September                  KS1 Reptile Visit 
Thursday 2nd October                   Flu Vaccinations 
Tuesday 7th October                      C4 Farmwise - Exeter 
Wednesday 8th October                Parents Evening 
Thursday 9th October                     Parents Evening 
 

These dates are intended as a guide and you will be notified of any changes. 
 



Also available every day: 
Jacket potato with Tuna, Cheese or Beans 

Yoghurt or Fresh Fruit 

 

Cost of School lunches:                                   
Nursery – £2.00 per meal. 

Reception & KS1 children –                           
Universal Infant Free School Meals,                   

KS2 children £2.58 per meal. 
Payment to be made via The Arbor App 

 

A gentle reminder that we 
are a NUT FREE SCHOOL                                         
and we have a number of 
students, staff and visitors 
with serious nut allergies. 

With this in mind, could we 
politely ask that NO products containing 

nuts be sent into school. 

If you have any questions in relation to 
this, please contact the School Office. 

Thank you for your consideration and for 
safeguarding our students. 

 

 
Pupil Premium 
Did you know that schools receive extra funding called Pupil 
Premium to help provide children with additional support, 
resources, and opportunities? If you think your child might be 
eligible, it doesn’t take long to check, and even if your child doesn’t 
take up free school meals every day, the school can still receive this 
valuable funding to support their learning. If you’d like to find out 
more, please apply via this link - Free school meals - Support for schools and settings   We’ve also 
attached a leaflet to this email with more details about eligibility and how to apply. 
 
 
Changes to Nursery Funding 
From September 2025 in England, eligible working parents will be able to access 30 hours of 
government-funded childcare per week for children aged 9 months to 3 years, not just for 3 and 4-
year-olds, as the government's phased expansion of free childcare continues. This means that from 
this date, all eligible working parents will be entitled to 30 hours of government-funded childcare for 
their children aged from 9 months old until they start school.  If you have a two year old and had a 
valid funding code (without being in a grace period) at the start of September this will automatically 
have changed to 30 hours. If you have any questions or queries, please feel free to contact the school 
office or to find out how to apply please click this link: How to apply for 30 hours government funded 
childcare for working parents and find out if you’re eligible  – The Education Hub 

 

Team Meal Menu – Autumn Term 2025 

Week 3 - W/B 15th September 

M
o

n
d

ay
 Margherita 3 Cheese Pizza & Pasta 

V – Tomato Pasta Bake 
Baked Beans or Peas 

Peach Melba & Ice Cream 

Tu
es

d
ay

 Butcher Hotdog 
V – Quorn Dog 

Potato Wedges, Beans & Sweetcorn 
Fruit Jelly 

W
e

d
n

e
sd

ay
 

Roast of the Day - Chicken 
V – Quorn Bites 

Roast Potatoes and Seasonal Veg 
Pancakes & Cream (Strawberries & Cream) 

Th
u

rs
d

ay
 Minced Beef Soft Taco 

V – No meat Mince Taco 

Rice, Seasonal Veg or Salad 

Ginger Cake and Custard 

Fr
id

ay
 Fish Cakes 

V – Vegetable Fingers 
Golden Fries, Seasonal Vegetables & Baked Beans 

Shortbread Biscuit 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/support-schools-settings/administration-and-finance/administration/free-school-meals/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/09/how-to-apply-for-30-hours-free-childcare-and-find-out-if-youre-eligible/#:~:text=From%201%20September%202025%2C%20the,early%20years%20education%20and%20beyond.
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/09/how-to-apply-for-30-hours-free-childcare-and-find-out-if-youre-eligible/#:~:text=From%201%20September%202025%2C%20the,early%20years%20education%20and%20beyond.


Breakfast & After School Club 

Bobbie’s Brekkie served at 8am (£4.00) 

Or 

Drop off at 8.30am (£2.00) 

 

After School Club  

With daily activities  

3.30-4.30 or 3.30-5.30 

£4.00 per hour 

 

All payable on the Arbor App 

Discount for Pupil Premium 

(Nursery aged children charged  

At hourly rate.) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



       
 
 

       
 
 

Any articles, which appear in the school newsletter, that have not been organised by or on behalf of the school, have not 
been verified by TEAM Multi-Academy Trust as to the suitability for children. The news items are for parent information only 

 



 
 
 
 

 
   


